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In a society where children are being
constantly targeted by advertising – it
can be difficult to make sure that the
right messages are being promoted.
Warm Springs Middle School in

Berkeley Springs has been attempting
to surround students with positive
messages with the help of the “12
Habits of Wonderful People.” 
This month – students are learning

the importance of lending a hand, and
also acknowledging and appreciating
those who lend their hands to help the
community.
Students from Warm Springs Middle

School wrote 550 thank-you notes
addressed to local stores and business-

es who serve as “community ambassa-
dors” in the program by promoting
each month’s positive message with
posters displayed on their walls or
cards and fliers available at check-out
counters.
The letters were delivered to Food

Lion, Rite Aid, Dollar General, Roy’s
Service Center, and many other busi-
nesses who serve as ambassadors and
surround the students with positive
messages on Wednesday, January 20
“I think that it’s pretty neat,” Elaine

Parke, creator of “12 Habits of
Wonderful People” said when she
came before Bath Council on Tuesday,
January 19 to give an update on the

program and thank the Town of Bath
for its endorsement. “It’s a good expe-
rience for the kids and a way to make
the town feel appreciated.”
The notes were varying in lengths –

written in big letters and loopy cursive.
Every student had something different
to say, but most began or ended with
“thank you” – followed by a string of
exclamation points.  Simple and to the
point but written straight from the
hearts of children who have found a lot
of support in this community. 
Despite the fact that the store was

flooded with customers trying to pre-
pare for the oncoming snow storm-
Food Lion employees took a few

moments away from their registers to
read through the stack of letters deliv-
ered to them, each one with a smile on
their face. They even hoped to put up a
bulletin board in the store where the
letters could be displayed. 
Since launching last September,

almost 50 businesses around the coun-
ty have committed to becoming
Community Ambassadors including:
Food Lion, Dollar General, Fox’s
Pizza, Starting Points, the Town of
Bath, the County Commissioner’s
Offices, Senior Life Services, the Rag
Shop, Lighthouse Latte, Nature Niche,
The Morgan Messenger, the Morgan
County Library, Berkeley Springs
Books, Berkeley Springs Presbyterian
Church, Roy’s Service Center and
Betty Lou’s, Max 92.5, MTV Solar,
Dairy Queen, Unity Church, Portals,
the Morgan County Probation Office,
the 4 H Club, and the Boys and Girls
Club.
Students have been encountering

positive messages not only in the busi-
nesses around town but in school as
well – with posters and flyers, assem-
blies and announcements, and even
wrist bands that are given to teachers
to promote the theme and color of each
month.
In February, when the theme is “You

Count,” students will be participating
in a survey to determine whether the
influx of positive messages displayed
around town and in schools is really
improving their lives. 

The twelve monthly themes that stu-
dents will be encountering are:
January, Lend a Hand; February, You
Count; March, Resolve Conflicts;
April, Honor Our Environment; May,
Be Appreciative; June, Be
Adventurous; July, Become Involved;
August, Know Who You Are;
September, Do Your Best; October, Be
Patient; November, Be Positive; and
December, Celebrate Life.  
“There’s the saying, it takes a whole

community to raise a child. We can’t
all be there physically, but kids are
used to this kind of messaging through
advertising,” Parke told members of
Bath Council. “What we’re hearing is
that the kids feel like the town is with
them.”

Students thank Community Ambassadors for Lending a Hand

As Wonderful People Ambassador Food Lion, along with other
stores and businesses in the community, received hand-written
notes from students at Warm Springs Middle, thanking them for
“Lending a Hand.” 

Elaine Parke, creator of “12 Habits of Wonderful
People” delivers thank-you notes handwritten by stu-
dents at Warm Springs Middle School to Cindy
Hovermale at Roy’s Service Center.
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